Type Discipline

Extent
Geographic bounding box
and New Zealand (NZ). Octopuses were collected as bycatch from rock lobster fishers (at depths between 10 and 40 m) from all sites except EHB, where they were collected from the commercial octopus fishery (at depths between 1 and 3 m). All specimens were frozen prior to dissection. Whole wet weight (kg) or mantle weight (g) (as the arms were often removed), sex and stage of maturity were recorded. Males were classed as mature or immature, depending on the presence or absence of visible spermatophores in Needham's sac. Females were assigned a maturity stage from 1 to 3 (immature, maturing or mature) depending on ovary size and level of egg development. Octopuses ranged in size from 0.7 to 10.2 kg. All males and 50% of females were mature.
Stylets were removed from thawed mantle tissue and allowed to air dry for 2 d prior to being stored dry. For further information on stylet preparation please consult the published paper.
Resource constraints
Use limitation The data described in this record are the intellectual property of Zoe Doubleday.
